
Secre t a ry  ?forman Y. Mineta 
Department of Transpor ta t ion  
400 Seventh S t r e e t  ,-SW 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secre t a ry  Mineta, 

The Soc ie ty  for Animal Protect5 va Legi R l q t f a n  t e l l 8  
me t h a t  5,000 animals are l o s t ,  i n j u r e d  o r  k i l l e d  
each year  dur ing  t r a v e l  on commercial a i r l i n e s ,  
The t r a g i c  s i t u a t i o n  of exposure t o  extreme hea t  o r  co ld ,  
l a c k  of oxygen o r  rough handl ing  by unt ra ined  baggage 
personnel ,  hopefu l ly  will change soon. 
Congress enacted a requirement t h a t  a i r l i n e s  f i l e  
monthly r e p o r t s  on i n c i d e n t s  involv ing  animals, and 
t h a t  you as Secre t a ry  of Transpor ta t ion ,  publ i sh  
t h i s  in formst ion  so  consumers can eva lua te  i n d i v i d u a l  
a i r l i n e s '  animal s a f e t y  records .  The Federa l  Avia- 
t i o n  Adminis t ra t ion r e c e n t l y  i s sued  
t o  implement t h i s  requirement.  

In 2000, 

a proposed r u l e  

I am happy t o  l e a r n  of this r u l e  and be l i eve  t h a t  i t  
w i l l  se rve  t o  support t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of our a n i n a l s  
which a r e  t r anspor t ed  by air. 
de f ine  animals  as a l l  w a r m  and cold blooded animals:  
p e t s ,  animals being t r anspor t ed  i n  i n t e r s t a t e  and 
fo re ign  commerce f o r  t h e  p e t ,  l abo ra to ry  and zoo t r ades .  

The f i n a l  r u l i n g  should 

Thank you f o r  your cooperation. 


